June 30, 2008

Dear Tellico River Trout Angler: 

If you have ever fished for trout on the Tellico River, you are invited to participate in the Tellico River Trout Fishing Survey.  This survey is being conducted by The University of Tennessee Department of Forestry, Wildlife, and Fisheries to gather information about your trout fishing and related activities in the Tellico River area.  

The survey asks about your typical trip to the area, including the length of your stay, your activities and preferences, how much money you usually spend, how many trips you take in a year, whether increasing gas prices have affected your trips, and asks you to share any problems or concerns you have about your trout fishing trips to the Tellico River area.  The survey also asks for demographic information, such as your age, education, and income level.  We do not ask for your name, so your responses are anonymous.  The information gathered from this survey will help the Forest Service make informed decisions about recreation resource planning and management.  If you have completed and returned an on-site survey from the Upper Tellico, you do not need to fill-out this survey.      

For our results to be valid, we need to hear from as many people as possible. Your participation in the study is important for accurately reflecting the activities and views of Tellico River Trout Anglers.  The data will also be used to help analyze the social and economic impacts of visitors to the communities surrounding the Tellico River area.  

Your participation in the survey is voluntary and it should take about 10 minutes to complete. We do not ask for your name, so your responses are anonymous.  Return of this survey constitutes consent to participate in the study.  

For your opinions to be included in our report to the Forest Service, we need your survey returned by Monday, July 14.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at the address or telephone number below.  Thank you very much for your assistance in this research project. 

Please mail the survey to:
Tellico River Trout Fishing Survey

Department of Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries

The University of Tennessee

274 Ellington Plant Sciences


 Knoxville, TN  37996-4563

Sincerely, 

Mark Fly, Professor

Department of Forestry, Wildlife, and Fisheries

The University of Tennessee

274 Ellington Plant Sciences 

Knoxville, TN  37996

(865) 974-7979

TELLICO RIVER TROUT FISHING SURVEY

(Off-Site)

Have you ever fished for trout on the Tellico River?  ___Yes     ___No

IF YES, you are invited to participate in the Tellico River Trout Fishing Survey.  This survey is being conducted by The University of Tennessee Department of Forestry, Wildlife, and Fisheries to obtain information about your trout fishing activities on the Tellico River.  This survey is only for those people who have fished for Trout on the Tellico River.  If you have already returned a Tellico River trout fishing survey received on-site, you do not need to complete this survey.  The information will be used by the U.S. Forest Service for planning and management purposes.  Your participation is voluntary.  We do not ask for your name, so your responses are anonymous.

1.
What is your:
City: _____________________
St:___
Zip code: ___________        

2.   In what year did you start fishing for trout?   _______ Year


2a.
How many years have you been fishing for trout on the Tellico River? _____ # years

3.
How many different streams have you fished for trout in your life?


 FORMCHECKBOX 

1– 5
 FORMCHECKBOX 

6–10
 FORMCHECKBOX 

11– 25
 FORMCHECKBOX 

26–50
 FORMCHECKBOX 

51–100
 FORMCHECKBOX 

more than 100

4.
How many trips have you taken to fish for trout on the Tellico River in the past 12                                 months?  (A trip may be leaving and returning home the same day or involve two or more days)



______ # of trips from home in last 12 months

5.
Is the Tellico River typically your only destination on a trip to fish for trout in the Tellico region?


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

No

IF NO, what were your other destinations?        ______________________________________________________________________________

6.
How many hours per day do you typically fish for trout on the Tellico River?    _____ # of hours 

7.
How many days do you typically fish for trout on the Tellico River during a trip?  ______ # days

8.
Do you typically trout fish with:


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Family
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Trout club(s)(Which clubs?____________________________________


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Friends
 FORMCHECKBOX 

By yourself


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Other: _____________________________________________________

9.
How many people are typically in your group on your trout fishing trips to the Tellico River? 


     _____ # of people (including yourself)     

10.
How many people, including yourself, do you financially support on a typical trip? 


_____ # of adults
____ # of children under 18

Economic Impacts of Tellico River Trout Fishing

11.
The information below will be used to determine the economic impacts of Tellico River trout fishing on state and local economies. For each item, please write down your best estimate of how much you usually spend within 25 miles of the Tellico River trout fishing area on a typical trip.       


             Usual Expenses Within 25 miles of the

Expenditures
     Tellico River Trout Fishing Area on a Typical Trip

Lodging:


Hotels & motel

$____________



Bed/breakfast 

$____________


Rental Cabin or home

$____________





Campground:

    

Private Campground (e.g., KOA)

$____________

     

Public Campground (e.g., USFS campground)
$____________ 




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No lodging expenses (day trip or stayed with 



friends or family, etc.)

Food & Beverages:


Food and drinks at restaurant meals (including tips)
$____________




Food and drinks purchased at a convenience store
$____________




Groceries at a food store
$____________




Transportation to Tellico Region and/or Fishing Site: 

Gasoline and oil for car, truck, RV
$____________


Repair/service for car, truck, RV
$____________


Rental fees for car, truck, RV, trailer, etc. 
$____________


Parking fees, tolls

$____________


Airfare

$____________

Other transportation:___________________________
$____________


Trout Fishing Related Expenses

Fishing fees or license

$____________


Guide/outfitter fees

$____________



Fishing supplies

$____________





Equipment rental

$____________


Fishing clothing, waders, etc.

$____________




Other Expenses:



Entertainment and/or amusement

$____________



Retail goods other than groceries

$____________
                                                        Camping supplies

$____________

                                                                                                               Souvenirs & gifts

$____________


Other types of equipment rentals

$____________


                                                                                               

Other (please list):



________________________________

$____________


TOTAL EXPENDITURES:

$____________


_____________________________________________________________________________________________

12.
With the increase in gas and diesel prices, do you go trout fishing:  


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Less often ( How much? ________________________________________________________


 FORMCHECKBOX 

About the same                 ________________________________________________________


 FORMCHECKBOX 

More often


13. With the increase in gas and diesel prices, have you changed where you fish for trout? 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes ( Please explain how:_______________________________________________________


 FORMCHECKBOX 

No
14.
To what extent do you think each of the following is a problem with trout fishing on the Tellico? 


(Circle one response for each statement.)


Not a
Minor
Moderate
Serious
No

Statement:
Problem
Problem
Problem
Problem
Opinion  

  

Too many rules and regulations.
1
2
3
4
8

Too few rules and regulations.
1
2
3
4
8

Poor communication of rules and regulations.
1
2
3
4
8

Poor enforcement of rules and regulations
1
2
3
4
8

Too many anglers on the river
1
2
3
4
8

Sedimentation from run-off into Tellico River.
1
2
3
4
8

Availability of parking places.
1
2
3
4
8

Safety of parking places.
1
2
3
4
8

Vehicle noise on Tellico River Road.
1
2
3
4
8

Vehicles traveling too fast on Tellico River Road.
1
2
3
4
8

Litter.
1
2
3
4
8

Lack of suitable campsites.
1
2
3
4
8

Off-Highway vehicle impacts on water quality.
1
2
3
4
8

Inadequate facilities at campsites
1
2
3
4
8

Other problems?  Please list or comment:

15.
Below is a list of possible reasons for trout fishing on the Tellico River.  Please tell us how important each reason is to you by circling the appropriate number. 


Not at all
Slightly
Somewhat
Moderately
Extremely                    

Trout fishing 
Important
Important
Important
Important
Important 

Be with other people who enjoy 

   the same thing I do
1
2
3
4
5

Get away from crowds of people
1
2
3
4
5

Enjoy natural scenery
1
2
3
4
5

Do something challenging
1
2
3
4
5

To be alone
1
2
3
4
5

Test my equipment performance
1
2
3
4
5

Explore places I have not been
1
2
3
4
5

Have fun
1
2
3
4
5

Talk to new and varied people
1
2
3
4
5

Experience nature
1
2
3
4
5

Escape from everyday stresses
1
2
3
4
5

Test my fishing skills
1
2
3
4
5

Be with my friends
1
2
3
4
5

Experience a sense of personal freedom
1
2
3
4
5

Rest mentally
1
2
3
4
5

Experience excitement
1
2
3
4
5

Reduce depression or anxiety
1
2
3
4
5


16.  When you take trout fishing trips to the Tellico, do you participate in any other recreational activities?  (Check all that apply.)      FORMCHECKBOX 
  No, I do not participate in other recreational activities. (skip to Q17)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Hunting
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Picnicking


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Animal/bird watching
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Swimming


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Trout fishing on other streams
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Water sports

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Fishing for other species
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Photography


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Camping
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Horseback riding


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Hiking/backpacking
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Sightseeing


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Off-Highway Vehicle driving
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Only trout fish on Tellico

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Mountain biking


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Other: __________________________________________________________________

17.
Overall, how satisfied are you with trout fishing on the Tellico River?


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Very dissatisfied 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Somewhat dissatisfied


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Neither dissatisfied nor satisfied


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Somewhat satisfied 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Very satisfied 


17a.
What are your reasons for being satisfied or dissatisfied?


18.
There are some concerns sedimentation in the Tellico River may be negatively affecting the trout fishery. How concerned are you?


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Not at all concerned  (skip to Q19)


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Somewhat concerned


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Very concerned


18a.
What are your reasons for being concerned?


19.
Because of sedimentation, do/will you fish the Tellico River:



 FORMCHECKBOX 

Less often ( How much? 




 FORMCHECKBOX 

About the same                 




 FORMCHECKBOX 

More often



 FORMCHECKBOX 

Will no longer fish the Tellico River


19a.
If you checked “Less Often” or “Will no longer fish” above, do/will you fish for trout in other places because of sedimentation in the Tellico River?


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yes ( Where do/will you fish instead of the Tellico River?



 FORMCHECKBOX 

No

Demographics

Finally, we would like to know some general information about you to make comparisons among the many people who fish for trout on the Tellico River.  Remember all information is voluntary, so you may refuse to answer any questions.  We do not ask for your name, so your responses are anonymous.

20.
What is your age? ______ 

21.
What is your gender?
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Male            FORMCHECKBOX 

Female

22.
What is the highest grade of school you completed?  

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Less than High School
 FORMCHECKBOX 

College Graduate 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

High School Graduate
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Post-Graduate Degree
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Technical School or Some College
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Other:____________________________

23.
Which interval includes your total household income from all sources before taxes during 2007. (Check the appropriate category.)    


 FORMCHECKBOX 

under $10,000
 FORMCHECKBOX 

$25,000 - $29,999
 FORMCHECKBOX 

$50,000 - $74,999

 FORMCHECKBOX 

$10,000 - $19,999
 FORMCHECKBOX 

$30,000 - $39,999
 FORMCHECKBOX 

$75,000 - $100,000
 FORMCHECKBOX 

$20,000 - $24,999
 FORMCHECKBOX 

$40,000 - $49,999  
 FORMCHECKBOX 

More than $100,000

Thank you for participating in this survey!

Please mail the survey to:
Tellico River Trout Fishing Survey

Department of Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries

The University of Tennessee

274 Ellington Plant Sciences


 Knoxville, TN  37996-4563

If there are any further comments you wish to make, please use the space below.




